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LETTER 

To  a  f^cntlcman  in  Boston,  late  a  member  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the 
Stale  of  Massachusetts. 

Phileuklphia,  Dec.  15)  1814. 

DEAR  SIR, 

You  will  doubtless  be  surprised,  but  (I 
trust)  not  offended  at  the  recei[)t  of  this  let¬ 
ter.  Of  thif  motives  which  dictate  it  I  shall 
forbMMP  to  speak :  let  them  be  gathered  from 
the  context— 'But  sliould  jrou  ascribe  my  se¬ 
lection  of  you  as  the  object  of  its  address  to 
any  other  cause  than  respect  for  your  cha¬ 
racter,  and  confidence  in  your  love  of  coun¬ 
try,  you  will  have  done  much  injustice  to 
me,  but  more  to  yourself. 

At  W ashington  1  learned  the  result  of  the 
despatches  brought  by  the  John  Adams,  (a 
name  of  evil  omen,)  and  there,  rumours 
were  afloat,  which  have  since  gathered 
strength,  of  a  disposition  in  Massachusetts, 
and,  indeed,  throughout  New  England,  to 
follow  the  example  of  Nantucket,  and  de¬ 
clare  for  a  neutrality  in  the  present  contest 
with  Great  Britain.  I  will  not  believe  it. 
What !  Boston,  the  cradle  of  American  in¬ 
dependence,  to  whose  aid  Virginia  stept 
forth  unsolicited,  when  the  w  hole  vengeance 
of  the  British  ministry  w  as  w  reaked  on  that 
devoted  town.  Boston  !  now  to  desert  us 
in  our  utmost  need,  to  give  up  her  old  ally 
to  ravage,  at  the  price  of  her  own  impunity 
from  the  common  ^nemy?  I  cannot,  will  not 
believe  it.  The  men,  if  any  such  there  be 
among  you,  who  venture  to  insinuate  such 
an  intent  by  the  darkest  innuendo,  do  they 
claim  to  be  the  disciples  of  Washington  ?- 
They  are  of  the  school  of  Arnold.  1  am 
not  insensible  to  the  vexations  and  oppres¬ 
sions  with  which  you  have  been  harassed, 
whh  little  intermission,  since  the  memora¬ 
ble  embargo  of  1807.  These  I  am  dispo¬ 
sed,  as  you  well  know%  neither  to  excuse 
nor  to  extenuate.  Perhaps  I  may  he'  re¬ 
minded  of  an  authority  to  which  I  always 
delight  to' refer,  “  seffnius  irritant  animds,^^ 
^c.  but  let  me  tell  sucb  gentlemen  that  our 
sufferings,  under  political  quacks  of  our  own 
filing  HI,  are  not  matter  of  hearsay.  It  is 
they  are  considered  by  the  unhappy, 
®feguid^  paticfOt  aa  evidence  of  the  poten- 


names  among  themselves.  But  they  hare 
reduced  us  to  such  a  contUBou,  fhat  nolldng 
but  the  knife  will  now  do.  **  We  must  jigM, 
Mr.  Speaker!”  said  Patrick  Henry  in  1775, 
w  hen  his  sagacious  mind  saw  there  was  no* 
thing  else  left  fur  us  but  manly  resistance 
or  slavish  submission;  and  his  tongue  dared' 
to  utter  what  his  heart  suggested.  Hovr 
much  greater  the  necessity  now,  when  our 
country  is  regarded  not  as  a  property  to  bd 
recovered,  and,  therefore,  spared  so  far  as  is 
compatible  with  the  end  in  view,  but  as  aa 
object  of  vengeance,  of  desolation. 

You  know  my  sentiments  of  the  men  at 
the  head  of  our  aflairs,  and  of  the  genend 
course  of  administration  during  the  last 
eight  years.  You  know  also,  that  the  rela¬ 
tion,  in  which  1  stand  towanls  them  is  one 
of  my  own  deliberate  choice;  sanctionedf 
no  more  by  my  judgment  than  by  my  feel¬ 
ings.  You,  W'ho  have  seen  men  (in  the 
ranks,  when  I  commanded  in  chief  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  others,  at  that 
time  too  green  to  Ije  on  the  political  muster 
roll ;  w’^hose  names  had  never  been  pronoun¬ 
ced  out  of  their  own  parish)  raised  to  the 
highest  offices ;  you,  wtio  are  thoroughly 
quainted  with  the  whole  progress  of  OQf  se-. 
paration  from  the  party  with  which  1  w'as 
once  connected  in  conduct,  do  not  require 
to  be  told  that  “  there  w^as  once  a  time  \tw 
which  I  stood  in  such  favour  in  the  closet^ 
that  there  must  have  been  something  extra¬ 
vagantly  unreasonable  in  my  wishes,  if  they^ 
miglit  not  ALL  have  been  gratified.”  But  t 
must  acknowledge  that  you  have  seen  in¬ 
stances  of  apostacy  among  your  quondam 
political  associates,  as  well  as  my  ow  n,  that 
miglrt  almost  justify  a  suspicion,  that  I  tooi^ 
tired  of  holding  DUt,  may  wish  to  make  mjr* 
peace  with  the  administration,  by  adding^ 
one  more  item  “  to  the'  long  catalogue  oC 
venality  from  Esau  to  Uio  present  day.’* 
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Shoulil  iiuch  a  shade  of  suspicion  pass  across 
your  mind,  1  can  readily  excuse  it  in  coii- 
s'deration  of  the  common  frailty  of  our  iia- 
tu  V ,  from  which  1  claim  no  peculiar  exemp¬ 
tion,  and  the  transcendent  wickedness  of 
the  times  we  live  in:  but  you  will  have 
given  me  credit  for  a  talent  which  1  do  not 
possess.  1  am  master  of  no  such  ambi-dex- 
terity ;  and  were  1  to  attempt  this  game, 
which  it  is  only  for  adepts  (not  novices)  to 
play,  1  am  thoroughly  conscious  that,  like 
other  bungling  rogues,  I  should  at  once  ex¬ 
pose  my  knavery  and  miss  my  object,  not 
that  our  [lolitical  church  refuses  to  open  her ! 
arms  to  the  vilest  of  heretics  and  sinners 
who  can  seal  their  abjuration  of  their  old 
faith  by  the  persecution  of  the  brethren 
with  w  horn  they  held  and  professed  it :  but 
I  know  that  my  nerves  are  of  too  weak  a 
fibre  to  hear  the  question  ordinary  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  from  our  political  inquisitors.  I 
can  sustain  with  com[)08ure,  and  even  with 
indifference,  the  rancorous  hatred  of  the  nu-' 
wierous  enemies  w  horn  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
make  in  the  course  of  my  unprosperous  life, 
but  1  have  not  yet  steeled  myself  to  endure 
the  contemptuous  pity  of  those  noble  and 
high-minded  men  whom  1  glory  to  call  my 
friends ;  and  1  am  on  too  bad  terms  with 
the  world,  to  encounter  my  own  self  disre¬ 
spect. 

Yon  may,  however,  very  naturally  ask 
why  1  have  chosen  you  for  the  object  of 
this  address?  Why  !  have  not  rather  select¬ 
ed  some  one  of  those  political  friends 
whom  I  have  yet  found  “  faithful  among  the 
faithless,”  as  the  vehicle  of  iny  opinions. 
It  is  because  the  avenue  to  the  public  ear 
is  shut  against  me  in  Virginia,  and  1  have  i 
been  flattered  to  believe  that  the  sound  of 
my  voice  may  reach  New  England  :  nay, 
that  it  w'ould  be  beard  there,  not  without 
attention  and  respect.  With  us  the  press  is 
under  a  virtual  imprimatur^  and  it  would  be 
more  easy,  at  this  time,  to  force  into  circu¬ 
lation  the  treasury  notes,  than  opinions  mi¬ 
litating  against  the  administration,  through 
the  press  in  Virginia.  We  are  indeed  be¬ 
ginning  to  open  our  eyes  in  spite  of  the 
0{)iate  with  which  we  were  drugged  by  the 
newspapers,  and  the  busy .  hum  of  the  in¬ 
sects  that  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  court 
patronage,  when  certain  events  occurred, 
the  most  favourable  that  could  have  hap- 
pene<l  for  •ur  rulers ;  whose  “  luck,”  verify¬ 
ing  the  proverb,  is  in  the  inverse  ratio  of 
their  wrisdom :  or,  perhaps,  I  oughf  to  say, 
who  at  least  have  the  cunning  to  take  ad* 
▼aotage  of  glaring  acts  of  in^cretion,  in 


their  adversaries  at  home  and  abroad,  at 
these  may  affect  the  public  mind :  and  such 
have  never  failed  to  come  to  their  relief, 
when  otherwise  their  case  would  have  been 
hopeless. 

I  give  you  the  most  serious  assurance, 
that  nothing  less  than  the  shameful  conduct 
of  the  enemy  and  the  complexion  of  cer¬ 
tain  occurrences  to  the  eastward  could  have 
sustained  Mr.  Madison  after  the  disgraceful 
attairat  Washington.  The  public  indigna¬ 
tion  would  have  overw  helmed,  in  one  com¬ 
mon  ruin,  himself  and  his  hireling  newspa- 
pei-s.  The  artillery  of  the  press,  so  long 
the  instrument  of  our  subjugation,  would,  as 
at  Paris,  have  been  turned  against  the  de¬ 
stroyer  of  his  country.  When  we  are  told 
that  Old  England  says,  he  “  shall,”  and 
New  England  that  he  “  must,’’  retire  from 
office,  as  the  price  of  peace  witli  the  one, 
and  of  union  with  the  otlier  ;  we  have  too 
much  English  blood  in  our  veins  to  submit 
to  this  dictation,  or  to  any  thing  in  the  form 
of  a  threat.  Neither  of  these  people  know 
any  thing  of  us.  The  ignorance  of  her 
foreign  agents,  not  only  of  the  country  to 
which  they  are  sent,  but  even  of  their  own, 
has  exi>osed  England  to  general  derision. 
She  will  learn,  when  it  is  too  late,  tliat  wc 
are  a  high  minded  people,  attached  to  our 
liberty  and  to  our  country,  because  it  is  free, 
in  a  degree  inferior  to  no  people  under  the 
sun.  She  will  discover  that  “  our  trade 
would  have  been  worth  more  than  our 
spoil,”  and  that  she  has  made  deadly  ene¬ 
mies  of  a  whole  people,  who,  in  spite  of  her 
and  of  the  world,  of  the  sneers  of  her  so¬ 
phists,  or  of  the  force  of  her  arms,  are  des¬ 
tined  to  become,  within  the  present  centu¬ 
ry,  a  mighty  nation.  It  belongs  to  New 
England  to  say  whether  she  will  consti¬ 
tute  a  portion,  an  important  and  highly  re¬ 
spectable  portion  of  this  nation,  or  w  hether 
she  will  dwindle  into  that  state  of  insignifi- 
1  cant,  nominal  independence,  which  is  the 
precarious  curse  of  the  minor  kingdoms  of 
Europe.  A  separation  made  in  the  fulness 
of  time,  the  effect  of  amicable  arrangements, 
may  prove  mutually  beneficial  to  both  par¬ 
ties  :  such  would  have  been  the  effect  of 
American  independence,  if  the  British  mi¬ 
nistry  could  have  listened  to  any  suggestion 
liut  that  of  their  own  impotent  rage :  but  a 
settled  hostility,  embittered  by  the  keenest 
recollection,  must  be  the  result  of  a  disunion 
between  you  and  us,  under  the  [^resent  cir¬ 
cumstances.  I  have  sometimes  wished  that 
Mr.  Madison  (who  endeavoured  to  thwart 
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the  wiae  and  benevolent  policy  of  General  same  plain  interest  will  cause  us  to  prefer 
Washington  “  to  regard  the  English  like  any  manufactures  to  your  own.  The  inter- 
other  nations,  as  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  course  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  that  ex¬ 
friends”)*  had  succeeded  in  embroiling  us  changes  our  surplus  for  theirs,  will  be  the 
with  the  court  of  St.  James  twenty  years  nursery  of  our  seamen.  In  the  middle 
soaner.  We  should  in  that  case  have  had  states  you  will  find  rivals,  not  very  heartily 
the  father  of  his  country  to  conduct  the  war  indis)>osed  to  shut  out  the  competition  of 
and  to  make  the  peace  ;  and  that  peace  your  shipping. 

would  have  endured  beyond  the  lifetime  of  jn  the  same  section  of  the  country  and 

the  authors  of  their  country’s  calamity  and  the  boundless  west,  you  will  find  jealous 

disgrace.  But  I  must  leave  past  recollec-  competitors  of  your  mechanics — you  will 
lions.  The  present  and  the  immediate  fu-  be  left  to  settle,  as  you  can,  with  England, 
lure  claim  our  attention.  the  question  of  boundary  on  the  side  of 

It  may  be  said,  that  in  time  of  peace  the  New  Brunswick,  and  unless  you  can  bring 
people  of  every  j)ortion  of  our  confederacy  New-York  to  a  state  of  utter  blindness,  as 
find  themselves  too  happy  to  think  of  divi-  to  her  own  interests,  that  great,  thriving 
sion ;  that  the  sufferings  of  a  war,  like  this,  and  most  populous  member  of  the  southern 
are  requisite  to  rouse  them  to  the  necessa-  confederacy  will  present  a  hostile  frontier 
ry  exertion  :  war  is  incident  to  all  govern-  to  the  only  states  of  the  union  of  Hartford 
i!»en ts  ;  and  wars,  1  very  much  fear,  will  be  that  can  be  estimated  as  of  any  efficiency, 
wickedly  declared,  and  weakly  waged,  even  Should  that  respectable  city  be  chosen  as 
by  the  New  England  confederacy,  as  they  the  seat  of  the  Eastern  Congress,  that  body 
liave  been  by  every  government  (not  even  will  sit,  within  two  days’  march  of  the  most 
excepting  the  Roman  republic)  of  which  populous  county  of  New-York,  (Duchess,) 
we  have  any  knowledge;  and  it  does  ap-  of  itself  almost  equal  to  some  of  the  New 
pear  to  me  no  slight  presumption  that  the  England  states.  1  speak  not  inr  derision, 
evil  has  not  yet  reached  the  point  of  ampu-  but  in  soberness  and  sadness  of  heart.  Ra- 
tation,  when  peace  alone  will  render  us  ther  let  me  say  that,  like  a  thorough  bred 
ihe  happiest  (as  we  are  the  freest)  people  diplomatist,  I  try  to  suppress  every  thing 
under  the  sun  ;  at  least  too  happy  to  think  like  feeling,  and  to  treat  this  question  as  a 
of  dissolving  that  union,  w iiich,  as  it  car-  dry  matter  of  calculation  :  well  knowing,- 
ried  us  through  the  war  of  our  revolution,  at  the  same  time,  that  in  this,  as  in  every 
will,  I  (rust,  beams  triumphant  through  that  question  of  vital  interest,  “  our  passions  in- 
in  whicii  we  have  been  plunged  by  the  in-  struct  our  reason.”  The  same  high  autho- 
capacity  and  corruption  of  men,  neither  will-  rity  has  told  us  that  jacobinism  is  of  no 
ing  to  maintain  the  relations  of  peace,  nor  country,  that  it  is  a  sect  found  in  all.  Now, 
able  to  conduct  the  operations  of  w^ar. —  as  our  jacobins  in  Virginia  would  be  very 
Should  I,  unhappily,  be  mistaken  in  this  glad  to  hear  of  the  bombardment  of  Boston, 
expectation,  let  us  sec  what  are  to  lie  the  so,  I  very  much  fear,  your  jacobins  would 
consequences  of  the  separation,  not  to  us,  not  be  very  sorry  to  hear  ot  a  servile  insiir- 
but  to  yourselves.  An  exclusion  of  your  rection  in  Virginia.  But  such.  I  trust,  is  the 
tonnage  and  manufactures  from  our  ports  general  feeling  in  neither  country,  other- 
and  harbours.  It  will  be  our  policy  to  en-  wise  I  should  at  once  agree  that  union,  like 
courage  our  own,  oreven  those  of  Europe,  the  marriages  of  Mexentius,  was  the  worst 
in  preference  to  yours  ;  a  policy  more  oh-  that  could  befal  us.  For,  with  every  other 
vious  than  that  which  induced  us  of  the  man  of  common  sense,  I  have  always  re¬ 
south,  to  consent  to  discriminating  duties  garded  union  as  the  means  of  liberty  and 
m  favour  of  American  tonnage,  in  the  in-  safety,  in  other  words,  of  happiness,  and  not 
fancy  of  this  government.  It  is  unnecessa-  as  an  end,  to  which  these  are  to  be  sacrificed, 
ry  to  say,  to  you,  that  I  embrace  the  duties  Neither,  at  the  same  time,  are  means  so 
^n  imports,  as  well  as  the  tonnage  duty,  precious,  so  efficient  (in  prof)er  hands)  of 
when  I  allude  to  the  encouragement  of  these  desirable  objects,  to  he  thrown  rashly 
American  shipping.  It  will  always  be  our  aside,  because,  in  the  hanils  of  bad  men, 
policy  to  prevent  your  obtaining  a  naval  they  have  been  made  the  instrument  almost 
superiority,  and,  consequently,  to  cut  yon  of  our  undoing. 

off  entirely  from  our  carrying  trade.  The  You  in  New  England  (it  is  unnecessary, 

*  This  is  the  language  of  the  declaration  of  inde-  ^  hopCi  to  specify  when  I  (lo  not  address  my- 
pendeocc.  self  personally  to  yourself)  are  very  wide 
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of  the  mark,  if  you  suppose  that  we  to  the 
south  do  not  suffer  at  least  nS  much  as 
yourselves,  from  the  incapacity  of  our  rulers 
tucou.l'jct  the  defence  of  the  country.  D(> 
you  aek  why  we  do  not  change  those  rulers  ' 
I  redly,  because  we  are  a  people,  like  your 
own  Connecticut,  of  steady  habits.— 0»*r 
contidence  once  given  is  not  hastily  with¬ 
drawn.  Let  those  who  will  abuse  th» 
hcklene^  of  the  people;  I  shall  say  such 
is  not  the  character  of  the  people  of  Virr 
ginia.  They  may  be  deceived;  but  they 
are  honest.  Taking  advantage  of  their 
honest  prejudices,  the  growth  of  our  revolu¬ 
tion,  fostered  not  more  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
than  by  the  injuries  and  (what  is  harder  to 
be  borne)  the  insults  of  the  British  ministry 
since  the  peace  of*^  1783,  a  comhiuation  of 
artftirmen  has,  with  the  aid  of  the  press 
ami  the  possession  of  the  machinery  of  go¬ 
vernment,  (a  pow’erful  engine  in  any  hands,) 
led  them  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  I  can  never 
bring  myself  to  believe  that  the  whole  mass 
of  the  landed  proprietors  in  any  country, 
,  but  especially  such  a  country  as  Virginia, 
can  seriously  plot  its  ruin.  Our  government 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  landed  proprietors 
only.  •  The  very  men  of  whom  you  com¬ 
plain,  have  left  nothing  undone  that  tha/ 
dared  to  do;  in  order  to  destroy  ii.  Foreign 
influence  is  unknown  among  us.  What  we 
feel  of  H'is'ihrough  the  medium  of  the  ge¬ 
nera!  government,-  which,  acted  on  itself 
by  foreign  renegadoes,  serves  as  a  conductor, 
between  them  and  us,  of  this  pernicious  in¬ 
fluence.  I  know  of  -  no  foreigner  who  has 
been,  or  la,  in  any  respectable  offlce  in  the 
gift  of  the  people,  or  the  government  of 
Virginia.  No  member  of  either  house  of 
congress,  no  leading  member  of’  our  assem¬ 
bly,  no  judge  of  our  supreme  courts  :  of  the 
newspapers  printed  in  the  state,  as  far  as 
my  knowledge  extends,  without  discrimina¬ 
tion  of<  party,  they  are  conducted  by  na¬ 
tive  Virginians;-  Like  yourselves,  we  are 
an  unmixed  people.  I  know  the  prejudice 
that  exists  against  us ;  nor  do’ I  wonder  al 
it,  considering  th#  gross  iterance  on  our 
aiihject  that  prevails  north  of-  Maryland, 
and -even  in  many  parts  of  that  neighbour¬ 
ing  state. 

What  member  of  the  confederacy  has 
64^riflced  more  on  the  altar  of  public  gooil 
than  Virginia  ?  Whence  did  the  general 
governmeat  derive  its  lands  beyond  the 
Ohio,  then  and  now,  almost  the  only  source 
nf  .revenue  ?  Prom  our  grant,  a  grant  so  cu. 
wofdcd,  and  by  our  present.  Palinu- 


ms  too,  as  to  except  ourselves,  by  its  limi¬ 
tations,  from  the  common  benefit. 

By  its  conditions  it  was  forbidtlen  ground 
to  us ;  and  thereby  the  foundation  was  laid 
'‘)f  incurable  animosity  and  division  between 
the  states  On  each  side  of  that  great  n-<t'jj  al 
boundary,  the  river  Ohio.  Not  only  their' 
masters,  but  the  very  slaves  themselves,  for 
>vho8e  benefit  this  regulation  was  made, 
were  sacrificed  by  it.  Dispersion  is  to  them 
a  bettering  of  their  present  condition  and  of 
their  chance  for  emancipation.  It  is  only 
when  it  can  be  done  without  danger  and 
without  ruinous  individual  loss  that  it  will 
be  done  at  all.  But  what  is  common  sense 
to  a  political  Quixote  ? 

That  country  was  ours  by  a  double  title. 

!  by  charter  and  by  conquest.  George  Ro- 
!  gers  Clark,  the  American  Hannibal,  at  the 
I  head  of  the  state  troops,  by  the  reduction  of 
Post  Vincennes,  obtained  the  Lakes  for  our 
northern  boundary  at  the  peace  of  Paris. 
The  march  of  that  great  man  and  his  brave 
comnanions  in  arms  across  the  drowned 
lands  of  the  Wabash,  does  not  shrink  from 
a  comparison  with  the  passage  of  the  Thra- 
simenc  marsh.  Without  meaning  any  thing 
like  an  invidious  distinction,  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  cession  from  Massachusetts  of 
her  vast  wilds ;  and  Connecticut  has  had 
the  address,  out  of  our  grant  fa  the  firm, 
to  obtain,  on  her  own  private  accnunt,  some 
millions  of  acres;  whilst  we,  yes  we,  I 
blush  to  say  it,  have  descended  to  beg  for  a 
pittance,  out  of  the  property  once  our  own, 
for  the  brave  men  by  whose  valour  it  had 
been  won,  and  whom  our  heedless  profusion 
had  disabled  us  to  recompense.  We  met 
the  just  fate  of  the  prtKligal.  We  were 
spurned  from  the  door,  where  once  we  were 
master,  with  derision  and  scorn;  and 
we  hear  of  undue  Virginian  Influence. 
This  fund  yielded  the  government,  when 
I  had  connexion  with  it,  from  half  a  mil¬ 
lion  to  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  an¬ 
nually.  1 1  would  have  preserved  us  from 
the  imposition’  of  taxes,  founded,  sohoolf, 
built  bridges  and  made  roads  and.  canals 
throiighcrat  Virginia.  It  was  squantlered  in 
a  single  donative  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Madison.  For  the  sake  of  concord,  with 
our  neighbours,  by  the  same  generous  but 
misguided  policy,  we  ceded  to  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Fort  Pitt,  a  most  important  commercial 
and  military  position,  and  a  vast  domioion 
around  it^  as  much -Virginia  as,  the*  city  of 
’Richmond  and  the  county  of  Henrico.  To 
entiicky,  the  eWest  daughter  ofdhe  unions' 
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the  Virginia  of  the  west,  we  have  yielded 
.  on  a  question  of  boundary,  from  a  similar 
consideration.  Actuated  by  the  same  mag¬ 
nanimous  spirit  at  the  instance  of  the  other 
.4itate8  (with  the  exception  of  New- York, 
North  Carolina,  and  R.  Island)  we  accepted, 
in  1788,  the  present  constitution.  It  was 
.repugnant  to  our  judgment,  and  fraught,  as 
\fe.  feared,  with  dainger  to  our  lit>ertii's.  The 
awful  voice  of  our  ablest  and  soundest 
statesmen,  of  Patrick  Henry  and  of  George 
Mason,  never  before,  or  since,  disregarded,' 
warned  us  of  the  consequences.  Neither 
was  their  counsel  entirely  unheeded,  for  it 
'led  to  important  subsequent  amendments  of 
that  instrument.  1  have  always  believed 
this  disinteresteil  spirit,  so  often  manifested 
by  us,  to  be  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the 
influence  which  we  have  exercised  over 
the  other  states.  Eight  states  having  niade 
that  constitution  their  own,  we  submitted 
to  the  yoke  for  the  sake  of  union.  Our  at¬ 
tachment  to  union  is  not  an  empty  profes¬ 
sion.  It  is  demonstrated  by  our  practice  at 
'home.  No  sooner  was  the  convention  of 
1 788  dissolved,  than  the  feuds  of  federalism 
and  anti-federalism  disappear^!.  I  speak 
of  their  etfects  on  our  councils.  For  the 
sake  of  union,  we  submit teil  to  the  lowest 
state  of  degradation ;  the  administration  of 
John  Adams.  The  name  of  this-  man  calls 
up  contempt  and  derision,  wheresoever  it  is 
pronounced.  To  the  fantastic  vanity  of 
this  [)olitical  Malvolio  may  be  distinctly 
traced  our  present  unhappy  condition.  I 
will  not  be  so  ungenerous  as  to  remind  you 
that  this  personage  (of  whom,  and  his  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  his  answers,  I  defy  you  to  think 
without  a  biUer  smile)  was  not  a  Virginian, 
but  1  must  in  justice  to  ourselves,  insist 
upon  making  him  a  set-off  against  Mr.  Ma¬ 
rkon.  They  are  of  such  equal  weight,- 
that  the  trembling  balance  -reminds  us  of 
*  that  passage  of  Pope,  where  Jove  “  weighs 
the  beaux  wits  against  the  ladies'  hair.” 

Thetloiibiful  beam  long  nods  from  side  to  side, 

**  At  length  the  wits  mount  up,  the  hairs  subside.’’ 

Intoxicated  not  more  by  the  fulsome  adu¬ 
lation  witli  which  he  was  plied,  than  by 
'the  fumes  of  his  own  vanity,  this  poor  old 
gentleman  saw  a  visionary  coroftet  suspend¬ 
ed  over  his  brow,  and  an  air-drawn  sceptre 
“  the  handle  towards  his  hand,”  which  at- 
.  tempting  to  clutch,  he  lost  his  balance,  and 
disappeared  never  to  rise  again.  He  it 
wag,  who  “  enacting”  Nat.  Lee’s  Alexander, 

-  ’’aved  about  the  people  of  Virginia  as  “  a 


faction  to  be  humbled  in  dost  and  ashea,” 
when  the  sackcloth  w  as  already  prepared 
for  his  own  back. 

But  1  am  spinning  out  this  letter  to  too 
great  a  length.  What  is  your  olyect— 
Peace?  Can  that  be  attained  on  any  terms, 
w'hilst  England  sees  a  prospect  of  disuniting 
that  confederacy  which  has  already  given 
so  deep  a  blow  to  her  maritime  pride,  and 
threatens,  at  no  very  distant  day,  to  dispute 
with  her  the  empire-  of  the  ocean  ?  The 
wound  which  our  gallant  tars  have  inflicted 
on  her  tenderest  point  has  maddened  her  to 
rage.  Cursed  as  we  are  with  a  weak  and 
wicked  administration,  she  can  no  longer 
despise  us.  Already  she  begins  to  bate  ns; 
and  she  seeks  to  gluUa  revenge  as^innK)tent 
as  it  is  rancorous,  by  inroads  that  \vould 
have  disgraced  the  bucaniers,  and  bulle¬ 
tins  that  would  only  not  disgrace  the  sove¬ 
reign  of  Elba.  She  already  is  comf jelled' 
to  confess  in  her  heart,  what  her  lips  deny, 
thatef  Englisli  bull  dogs  and  game  cocks 
degenerate  on  our  soil,  English  men  do  not : 
and  should  (which  God  forbid!)  our  bre¬ 
thren  of  the  east  desert  us  in  this  contest  for 
all  that  is  precious  to  man,  we  will  maintain 
it,  so  long  as  our  proud  and  insulting  foe  shall 
refuse  to  accede  to  equitable  terms  of  peace. 
The  government  will  then  pass  into  proper 
hands.  The  talents  of  the  country  will  be 
called  forth,  and  the  schemes  of  moonstruck 
philosophers  and  their  disciples  pass  away 
and  “  -leave  not  a  rack  behind.” 

You  know  how  steadily  and  persevering- 
ly  I  endeavouretl,  for  eight  years,  to  couii- 
!  teract  the  artful  and  insidious  plans  of  our 
rulers  to  embroil  us  with  the  country  of  oUr 
ancestors,  and  the  odium  which  I  have 
thereby  drawn  upon  myself.  Believing  it 
I  to  be  my  duty  ta  soften,  as  much  possl- 
I  ble,  the  asperities  which  subsisted  between 
i  the  two  countries,  and  which  were  leading 
to  a  ruinous  war,  1  put  to  hazard,  nay  expo¬ 
sed  to  almost  certain  destniction,  an  influ¬ 
ence  such  as  no  man,  perhaps,  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  at  the  same  age,  had  ever  before  attain- 
!  ed.  (The  popularity  that  dreads  exposure 
is  too  delicate  for  public  service.  It  is  a 
bastard  species :  the  true  sort  will  stand  the 
hardest  frosts.)  Is  it  my  fault  (as  Mr.  Burke 
complained  of  the  crowned  beads  of  Europe) 
that  England  will  no  longer  sufler  me  fe 
find  palliatives  for  her  conduct.  No  man 
admired  more  than  1  did  her  magnanimotm 
stand  against  the  tyrpnt,  before  whom 
the  rest  of  Christendom  at  one  time  bowed« 
Nb  man,  not  even  her  owh  Wilberforce 
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Pereevaf,  put  up  more  sincere  prayers  for 
her  deliverance/  In  the  remotest  isle  of 
Austral  Asia,  my  sympathy  would  have 
been  enlisted,  in  such  a  contest,  for  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  Alfred  and  Bacon,  and  Shaks- 
pear,  and  Milton,  and  Locke,  on  whom  I 
love  to  look  back  as  my  illustrious  country¬ 
men — ^in  any  contest  1  shouhl  have  taken 
side  with  liberty ;  but  on  this  dependeil  (as 
I  believed  and  do  still  believe)  all  that 
made  my  own  country  dear  in  my  sight. 
It  is  past — and  unmindful  of  the  mercy  of 
that  protecting  Providence  which  has  car¬ 
ried  her  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  England  “  feels  power  and  forgets 
right.”  I  am  not  one  of  that  whining  set  of 
people  •  who  cry  out  against  mine  adversary 
for  the  force  of  his  blow.  England  has,  un¬ 
questionably,  as  good  a  right  to  conquer  us 
as  we  have  to  conquer  Canada  :  the  same 
right  that  we  have  to  conquer  England,  and 
with  about  as  good  prospect  of  success. — 
But  let  not  her  orators  declaim  against' the 
enormity  of  French  principles,  when  she 
permits  herself  to  arm  and  discipline  our 
slaves,  and  to  lead  them  into  the  field 
against  their  masters,  in  the  hope  of  exci¬ 
ting  by  the  example,  a  general  insurrection, 
and  thus  render  Virginia  another  St.  Do¬ 
mingo.  And  does  she  talk  of  jacobinism  ? 
What  is  this  but  jacobinism?  and  of  the 
vilest  stamp.  Is  this  the  country  that  has 
abolished  the  slave  trade  ?  That  has  made 
that  infamous,  inhuman  traffic  a  felony? 
That  feeds  with  the  bread  of  life  all  who 
hunger  after  it,  and  even  those  who,  but  for 
her,  would  never  have  known  their  perish¬ 
ing  condition.  Drunk  with  the  cup  of  the 
abominations  of  Moloch,  they  have  been 
roused  from  the  sleep  of  death,  like  some 
benighted  traveller  perishing  in  the  snows, 
and  warmed  into  life  by  the  beams  of  the 
only  true  religion.  Is  this  the  country  of 
Wilberforce  and  Howard?  It  is — but,  like 
my  own,  my  native  land,  it  has  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  evil  men,  wdio  pour  out  its  trea¬ 
sure  and  its  blood  at  the  shrine  of  their  own 
guilty  ambition.  And  this  impious  sacri¬ 
fice  they  celebrate  amidst  the  applauses  of 
the  deluded  people,  iind  even  of  the  vic¬ 
tims  themselves. 

There  is  a  .  proneness  in  mankind  to 
throw  the  blame  of  their  sufferings  on  any 
one  but  themselves.  In  this  manner  Vir¬ 
ginia  is  regarded  by  some  of  her  sister 
states;,  not  adverting  to  the  fact  that  all 
(Connecticut  and  Delaware  excepted)  are 
responsible  for  the  measures  that  have  in¬ 


volved  us  in  our  present  difficulties.  Did 
we  partition  your  state  into  those  unequal 
and  monstrous  districts  which  have  given 
birth  to  a  new  word  in  your  language,  of 
uncouth  sound,  calling  up  the  most  odious 
associations.  Did  we  elect  the  jacobins 
whom  you  sent  to  both  houses  of  congress 
— the  Bidwells,  and  Gannetts,  and  Skin¬ 
ners — to  spur  on  the  more  moilerate  men 
from  Virginia,  to  excesses  which  they  re¬ 
luctantly  gave  into  at  the  time,  and  have 
since  been  ashamed  of.  Who  hurried  the 
bill  suspending  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
HABEAS  CORPUS  through  a  trembling,  servile 
senate,  in  consequence,  as  he  did  not  blush 
to  state,  of  a  verbal^  communication  from 
tlie  president?  A  senator  from  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  professor  in  her  venerable  univer¬ 
sity.  In  short,  have  not  your  first  states¬ 
men,  (such,  I  believe,  was  the  reputation  of 
the  gentleman  in  question  at  the  time,)  your 
richest  merchants  and  the  majority  of  your 
delegation  in  congress  vied  in  support  of 
the  men  and  the  measures  that  have  led  to 
our  present  suffering  and  humiliated  condi¬ 
tion. 

If  you  wished  to  sej)arate  yourselves  from 
us,  you  had  ample  provocation  in  time  of 
peace,  in  an  embargo  the  most  unconstitu¬ 
tional  and  oppressive :  an  engine  of  tyran¬ 
ny,  fraud  and  favouritism.  Then  was  the 
time  to  resist,  (w  e  did  not  desert  England  in 
a  time  of  w^ar,)  but  you  were  then  under  the 
domination  of  a  faction  among  yourselves, 
yet  a  formidable  minority,  exhibiting  no 
signs  of  diminution;  and  it  is  not  the  least 
of  my  apprehensions  from  certain  j)roceed- 
ings  to  the  eastward,  that  they  may  be  made 
the  means  of  consigning  you  ^gain,  and  for¬ 
ever,  to  the  same  low,  insolent  domination. 
The  reaction  of  your  jacobins  upon  us  (for 
although  we  have  some  in  Virginia,  they 
are  few  and  insignificant)  through  the  men 
at  Washington  (“  w  ho  must  conciliate  good 
republicans”!)  is  dreadful.  Pause,  I  beseech 

♦The  constitution  admits  of  the  suspension  of 
this  writ  only  when  invasion,  or  insurrection,  shall 
assume  such  a  shape  as  to  make  it  indispensable. 
And  yet  a  bill  passed  the  senate  for  that  purpose, 
without  any  official  communication  from  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  existence  of  the  one  or  the  other  fact, 
upon  which  alone  it  could  be  bottomed.  The  h6- 
neurable  senate  sat  with  closed  doors.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  not  taken,  and  no  record  remains  of 
the  names  of  those  who  voted  against  it.  If  that 
body  was  unanimous  (as  is  believed)  in  the  vote,  this 
omission  was  well  advised, 
t  A  Virginian  and  New  England  republican  are 
about  as  much  alike  as  an  English  w  hig  and  a 
French  democrat. 
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you  pause!  You  tread  on  the  brink  of  de¬ 
struction.  Of  all  the  Atlantic  states  you 
have  the  least  cause  to' complain.  Your 
manufactures,  and  the  trade  which  the  ene¬ 
my  has  allowed  you,  have  drained  us  of  our 
last  dollar.  How,  then,  can  we  carry  on  the 
war  ?  With  men  and  steel — stout  hearts,  and 
willing  hands — and  these,  from  the  days  of 
Darius  and  Xerxes,  in  defence  of  the  house¬ 
hold  goods  of  freemen,  have  proved  a  match 
for  gold.  Can  they  not  now  encounter  pa¬ 
per?  We  shall  suffer  much  from  this  con¬ 
test,  it  will  cut  deep :  but  dismissing  its  au¬ 
thors  from  our  confidence  and  councils  for¬ 
ever,  (I  speak  of  a  few  leaders  and  their  im¬ 
mediate  tools,  not  of  the  deluded,  as  well 
in,  as  out  of  authority,)  we  shall  pass,  if  it 
be  the  good  pleasure  of  Him  whose  curses 
arc  tempered  with  mercies,  through  an  ago¬ 
ny  and  a  bloody  sweat,  to  peace  and  salva¬ 
tion  ;  to  that  peace  which  is  only  to  be 
found  in  a  reconciliation  with  him.  Athe¬ 
ists  and  madmen  have  been  our  law’givers,” 
and  when  I  think  on  our  past  conduct  I 
shudder  at  the  chastisement  that  may  await 
us.  How  has  not  Europe  suffered  for  her 
sins!  Will  England  not  consider,  that,  like 
the  man  who  but  yesterdi^  bestrode  the 
narrow  w'orld,  she  is  but  an  instrument  in 
his  hands,  w  ho  breaketh  the  w  eapons  of  his 
chastisement,  when  the  measure  of  his  peo¬ 
ple’s  punishment  is  full  ? 

When  I  exhort  to  further  patience  ;  to 
a  resort  to  constitutional  means  of  redress 
only,  1  know  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
tyranny  as  well  as  oppression.  And  that 
there  is  no  government,  however  restricted 
in  its  power,  that  may  not,  by  abuse, 
under  pretext  of  exercise  of  its  constitu¬ 
tional  authority,  drive  its  unhappy  'subjects 
to  desperation.  Our  situation  is  indeed  aw¬ 
ful.  The  members  of  the  union  in  juxta¬ 
position  ;  held  together  by  no  common 
authority  to  which  men  can  look  up  with 
confidence  and  respect.  Smitten  by  the 
charms  of  Upper  Canada,  our  president 
has  abandoned  the  several  states  to  shift 
for  themselves  as  they  can.  Congress 
is  felo  dc  se.  In  practice,  there  is  found 
little  difference  between  a  government  of 
requisitions  on  the  states,  which  these  dis¬ 
regard,  or  a  government  of  requisitions  on 
the  people,  which  the  governors  are  afraid 
to  make  until  the  public  faith  is  irretrieva¬ 
bly  ruined.  Congress  seem  barred  by  their 
own  favourite  act  of  limitations  from  rais¬ 
ing  supplies  ;  prescription  runs  against 
them.  But  let  us  not  despair  of  the  com¬ 


monwealth.  Some  master  spirit  will  be 
kindled  by  the  collision  of  the  times,  who 
will  breathe  his  own  soul  into  the  councils 
and  armies  of  the  republic  ;  and  here 
indeed  is  our  cbiefest  danger.  The  man  who 
is  credulous  enough  to  believe  that  a  con¬ 
stitution,  with  the  skeleton  of  an  establish¬ 
ment  of  10,000  men,  not  2,000  strong, 
(such  was  our  army  three  years  ago,)  is 
the  same  as  with  an  army  of  60,000  men, 
may  be  a  very  amiable  neighbour  but  is 
utterly  unfit  for  a  statesman.  Already  our 
government  is  in  fact  changed.  We  are 
becoming  a  military  people,  of  whom 
more  than  of  any  other  it  might  have  been 
said  fortunatos  sua  si  bona  norint.  If 
under  such  circumstances  you  ask  me 
what  you  are  to'  do,  should  a  conscription 
or  the  model  of  Bonaparte  be  attenipted? 

I  will  refer  you  to  its  reputed  projector,  ‘ 
Colonel  Monroe.  Ask  him  what  he  would 
have  done,  whilst  governor  of  Virginia 
and  preparing  to  resist  federal  usurpation, 
had  such  an  attempt  been  made  by  Mr. 
Adams  an<l  his  ministers ;  especially  in 
1800.  He  can  give  the  answer. 

But  when  you  complain  of  the  repre¬ 
sentation  of  three  fifths  of  our  slaves,  I 
reply  that  it  is  one  of  the  articles  of  that 
compact,  w  hich  you  submitted  to  us  for  ac¬ 
ceptance  and  to  which  we  reluctantly  ac¬ 
ceded.  Our  constitution  is  an  affair  of  com¬ 
promise  between  the  states,  and  this  is  the 
master  key  which  unlocks  all  its  difficulties. 

If  any  one  of  the  parlies  to  the  compact  are 
dissatisfied  with  their  share  of  influence, 
it  is  an  affair  of  amicable  discussion,  in  the 
mode  pointed  out  by  the  constitution  itself, 
but  no  cause  for  dissolving  the  confederacy. 
And  when  I  read  and  hear  the  vile  stuff 
against  my  country  printed  and  uttered  .on 
this  subject,  by  firebrands  who  ought  to  be 
quenched  forever,  I  would  remind,  not  these 
editors  of  journals  and  declaimers  at  clubs, 
but  their  deluded  followers,  that  every  w^ord 
of  these  libels  on  the  planters  of  Virginia, 
is  as  applicable  to  the  father  of  his  country 
as  to  any  one  among  us  ;  that  in  the  same 
sense  that  we  are  “  slaveholders,”*  and 

I 

*  One  of  our  great  complaints  against  the  mother 
country,  previous  to  the  declaration  of  indepen¬ 
dence,  was  the  repeated  rejection,  by  the  crown,  of 
our  bills  abolishing  the  slave  trade.  With  our  con¬ 
nexion  with  Great  Britain  that  traffic  ceased.— 
England  thus  forced  upon  us,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
merchants  of  Bristol,  the  very  slaves  whom  we  are 
now  reproached  with  holding,  and  whon»  she  disci¬ 
plines  for  our  destruction.  Does  ihe  forget  Jamaica 
and  Barbadoes. 
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nefiTO  drivcre'*  and  dealers  in  human 
flesh, ”(1  must  he  pardoned  for  culling  a  few 
<of  their  rhetorical  flowers)  so  was  /ir,  and 
i^lylst  ,the7  upbraid  Virginia  with  her  Jef- 
fersons  and  her  Madisons,  they  will  not  al¬ 
ways  remember  to  forget  that  to  Virginia 
they  were  indebted  fora  Washington.  . 

1  am  with  the  highest  respect  and  re¬ 
gard,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RANDOLPH, 

(legislature  of  mRTH  CAROLINA, 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  Friday,  Dec.  2. 

Mr.  Stone’s  Resignation. — A  message 
ffas  received  from  his  excellency  the  go- 
yernor,  transmitting  the  following  letter 
from  the  Hon.  David  Stone,  resigning  his 
feat  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

Hopcy  near  Windsor^  Nov.  21, 1814. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  ask  as  a  favour  of  your  excellency  to  be 
the  medium  of  communicating  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  assembly  of  North  Carolina,  now  in  ses¬ 
sion,  this,  as  my  resignation  of  the  trust 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  legislature  of 
1812,  to  represent  the  state  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States. 

Circumstances  have  occurred  since  my 
appointment  that  in  my  judgment  render  it 
a  duty  I  owe  to  the  state,  whose  agent  to 
the  best  of  my^bility  1  have  faithfully  been, 
as  well  as  a  tluty  to  myself,  to  say  on  this 
occasion,  t^t  to  all  those  members  of  the 
legislature  who  thought  proper  at  the  time 
of  my  appointment  to  consult  me  in  relation 
to  my  dis|>osition  to  serve  the  state*  if  se¬ 
lected  for  the  purpose,  I  uniformly  answer¬ 
ed  that  should  1  be  honoured  by  their  choice, 
which  1  by  no  means  wished,  1  would  serve 
iat  a  session  pr  two ;  but  the  obligation  to 
provide  for  my  family  and  my  domestic 
concerns  would  not  permit  me  to  promise 
for  a  loqgcr  term. 

It  is  true,  1  hoped  to  be  able  to  attend 
till  I  could  hail  the  return  of  peace  to  my 
c(juntry ;  but  a  short  attendance,  at  the 
cummer  session  of  1813,  convinced  me  this 
was  a  vain  hope.  It  was  not  possible  for 
me  to  think  that  to  wage  the  war  in  which 
we  are  engaged  by  embargo— -by  militia 
tours  of  duty  for  distant  expeditions — by 
short  enlistments  of  regular  troops — by  a 
profuse,  and,  as  1  verily  believed,  unneces- 
aary  expenditure  of  the  public  money — and 
by  sending  our  most  distinguished  citizens 
to  traverse  Europe  as  solicitors  for  peace — 


could  lead  to  a  s|>eedy  or  honourable  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  war. 

Indeed  so  very  strange  did  these  things 
appear  to  me,  as  war  measures,  that  to  my 
judgment  it  seemed  if  the  enemy  had  dicta¬ 
ted  our  course,  he  could  not  well  have  se¬ 
lected  one  that  would  with  more  certainty, 
and  scarcely  with  more  expedition,  conduct 
us  to  (Uvisim  amcns:  ourselves  ;  to  bankrupt^ 
ry  and,  as  1  feared,  to  mm  !  not  being  able, 
therefore,  to  approve  nor  to  withstand,  the 
torrent  by  which  we  were  urged  forw'ard,  I 
determined  neither  to  incur  responsibility 
for  measures  adopted  against  my  judgment, 
nor  longer  to  engage  myself  in  the  disagree¬ 
able  task  of  opixjsing  those  legislative  pro¬ 
visions  by  a  majority  thought  necessary  for 
carrying  on  an  ar<luous  war,  but  to  retire  to 
private  life,  and  wait  with  resignation  for  a 
more  auspicious  season,  wlien  the  delirium 
of  the  foment  should  have  passeil  away. 
On  m^arrival  at  Raleigh,  during  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature,  with  intention  to 
resign,  I  found  a  degree  of  excitement  pre¬ 
vailing  in  that  body  which  forbade  me  vo¬ 
luntarily'  to  place  in  their  hands  so  impor¬ 
tant  a  trust  as  that  of  appointing  a  senator. 
How  this  excitement  had  been  produced  I 
neither  knew  nor  inquired  ;  nor  did  I  cure 
further  than  this,  that  it  was  much  mortifi- 
.  cation  to  me  that  the  legislative  council  of 
I  the  state  should  be  so  greatly  agitated  by  so 
senseless  a  clamour. 

I  Much  against  my  wish  I  atteiideil  the 
last  session  of  congress.  W  hen  the  embargo 
was  again  reconunended  by  the  president, 
and  (lassed  again  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  1  as  a  member  of 
the  senate  voted  for  it,  not  because  ray 
opinion  of  the  measure  was  in  the  least  al¬ 
tered,  but  because  the  sutfering  it  must  oc¬ 
casion,  would  in  a  short  time  1  hoped,  recall 
the  sober  sense  of  the  nation,  and  we  should 
Anally  get  rid  of  that  self  destroying 

ENGINE.  ' 

The  senate  of  the  United  States  being 
the  court  established  by  the  constitution 
for  trying  all  cases  of  impeachment  for  bri¬ 
bery  and  corruption,  and  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors  that  may  be  exhibited 
against  the  president,  the  vice  president,  or 
any  of  the  civil  officers  of  government, 
cannot,  as  it  seems  to  me,  with  propriety, 
institute  inquiries  into  the  conduct  of  those 
officers.  The  court  which  is  to  try  must 
certainly  be  excused  from  the  management 
of  the  prosecution  and  the  collection  of 
evidence  to  support  it.  If,  therefore,  the 
senate  are  at  any  time  convinced  that 
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ihe  public  money  is  iN’asted  by  the  public 
agents,  it  would,  I  apprehend,  be  ditbcuU  to 
point  out  a  method  more  conformable  to  the 
principles  of  our  constitution,  by  which 
that  body  can  etfiect  a  correction  of  such 
improper  disposal  of  public  money,  than  by 
refusing  to  vote  supplies  until  the  constitu¬ 
tional  organ  for  the  puqmse  shall  make  in¬ 
quiry  wiiere  the  fault  rests,  and  take  mea¬ 
sures  for  its  correction.  This  refusal  to 
sanction  the  supplies  by  the  senate,  impo¬ 
ses  upon  the  house  of  representatives  to 
whom  the  constitution  commits  the  impor¬ 
tant  trusts  of  inquiring  into  and  correcting 
abuses,  the  necessity  of  perfonning  their 
dutj-  ill  that  respect. 

It  was  upon  this  ground  alone  that  T  voted 
against  the  tax  bills  in  the  summer  session 
gt*  1813.  1  was  fully  satisfied,  by  informa¬ 

tion  receivcxl  from  the  highest  authority, 
that  a  most  unnecessary  and  prodigal  waste 
of  the  public  money  existed  in  the  expen¬ 
ditures  of  the  war  department;  and  was 
either  sanctioned  or  not  corrected  by  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  correct  it.  I  voted, 
therefore,  for  the  loan  bill  to  supply  the  pre¬ 
sent  exigencies  of  the  government,  but 
against  the  tax  bills  which  it  was  contem¬ 
plated  should  not  come  into  operation  for 
six  months,  with  the  hope,  if  successful  in 
my  opposition,  that  the  abuse  would  in  the 
mean  time  be  inquired  into  and  corrected. 
The  determination  of  the  senate  wasagainst 
me.  The  tax  hills  passecl.  But  in  a  little 
more  than  twelve  months  after  we  became 
bankrupt,  that  is,  the  war  departrnent  has 
been  for  a  considerable  time  without  a  dol¬ 
lar  subject  to  its  disposal,  and  at  a  time  too, 
when  the  public  functionaries  declare  the 
resources  of  the  country  to  he  ample.  [See 
the  report  of  the  late  secretary  of  the  trea¬ 
sury  to  the  present  session  of  congress ; 
the  letter  of  the  present  secretary  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  dated  17th  October,  1814,  and  the 
speeches  of  the  latter  gentleman.]  This 
result  does  not  certainly  prove  that  my  con¬ 
viction  of  the  waste  of  public  money  was 
ill  founded,  nor  that  the  necessity  did  not 
exist  to  inquire  into  and  correct  the  abuse. 
An  individual  who  borrows  money  upon  a 
mortgage  of  his  estate,  if  he  lays  out  the 
money  judiciously  in  improvements,  will 
thereby  increase  his  ability  to  attain  sup¬ 
plies  on  the  same  security.  But  if  on  the 
other  hand  he  consumes  the  money  thus 
obtained,  in  treats,  entertainments  and  pre¬ 
heats  to  tboi|e  who  will  support  himself  and 


friends  at  an  election,  he  will  obtain  every 
fresh  supply  with  increased  difficulty  until 
his  course  is  entirely  stopped. 

The  political  atmosphere  of  our  county 
is  so  loaded  with  clouds  and  threatening  in 
its  aspect  that  1  should  certainly  remain  at 
the  post  assigned  me,  if  I  considered  that 
by  remaining  I  could  be  of  any  service, 
whatever  sacrifice  it  might  cost  me.  But 
ray  opinions  and  views  dilfer  so  radically 
from  those  of  the  persons  who  conduct  the 
affairs  of  the  nation,  and  who  appear  to  be 
strongly  supported  by  the  public  sentiment 
of  the  nation,  and  as  I  am  conscious  1  {)Os- 
sess  a  very  fallible  judgment,  but  which, 
such  as  it  is,  must  be  my  guide  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  my  public  duty,  entirely  inde¬ 
pendent  and  uncontrolleil  by  party,  I  there¬ 
fore  conclude  it  is  best  for  me  to  withdraw 
from  the  scene. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest ' 
consideration  and  esteem,  your  humble 
servant,  DAVID  STONE. 

His  Excellency  Goy.  Hawkins. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  Stone  being  read 
and  accepted,  was  sent  to  the  senate  with 
a  proposition  to  have  it  printed.  The  se¬ 
nate  refused  to  concur  in  having  it  printed. 


MARYLAND  LEGISLATURE. 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

Council  Chamber^  Dec.  10,  181<L 

Gentlemen — On  addressing  you  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  present  session,  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  aspect  of  our  public  affairs  affords  little 
cause  for  congratulation. 

The  appearance  of  the  enemy  on  our  coast 
early  in  the  summer,  as  was  predicted  by  the 
legislature  at  their  last  session,  rendered  it  ne¬ 
cessary  to  make  the  best  preparations  for  de¬ 
fence,  of  which  the  state  was  capable.  Accord¬ 
ingly  the  militia  of  counties  most  liable  %o  inva¬ 
sion  were  called  into  actual  service ;  and  as  the 
situation  of  the  country  became  more  alarming, 
such  a  portion  of  the  troops  as  could  with  pni- 
dence  be  spared  from  the  third  division  (two 
thousand  of  them  having  marched  agreeably  to 
the  president’s  requisition  of  April,  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  Baltimore)  were  also  directed  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  repair  at  a  moment’s 
notice  to  the  scene  of  danger. 

These  armaments,  together  with  the  inciden¬ 
tal  purchase  and  transportation  of  military 
stores  and  provisious,  have  necessarily  required 
very  considerable  disburseraetits;  yet,  if  we  ad¬ 
vert  to  the  desuKory  kind  of  warf^  which  the 
enemy  is  pursuing,  and  consider  the  harasstng 
service  to  which  our  men  must  eoflsequently  be 
exfKised,  it  is  presumed  that  the  eipeoditare^ 
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will  not  be  fouiiiJ  incompatible  with  the  most 
judicious  economy. 

In  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  pre¬ 
sident  on  the  executive,  dated  the  4th  of  July, 
for  the  state  to  furnish  six  thousand  troops  for 
the  general  defence,  orders  were  issued  to  the  j 
different  brigadiers  to  organize,  and  cause  to  ! 
send  to  the  designated  rendezvous,  their  respec- 
‘tive  quotas  of  men.  These  orders  were  obeyed 
with  as  ranch  promptitude  as  our  present  mili¬ 
tia  system  is  capable  of  enforcing.  On  the  19th 
of  August  last,  we  received  a  letter  (of  which 
No.  1  is  a  copy)  from  the  general  commanding 
the  10th  military  district,  stating  that  he  had 
“  been  authorized  by  the  president  to  accept,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States  ail  the  militia  then 
in  service,  under  the  authority  of  the  state  of 
Maryland,  as  well  elsewhere  as  at  Annapolis.” 
Giving  to  this  communication  the  construction 
which  the  liberality  of  its  projiosition  ap¬ 
peared  to  justify,  and  whicii  seemed  so  con¬ 
genial  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  which 
provides  for  the  general  defence,  the  executive 
of  Maryland,  on  the  17th  of  October  wrote  the 
letter  marked  No.  2,  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
requesting  explicit  information  as  to  the  time 
when  the  acceptance  of  our  militia  took  effect ; 
they  also  referred  him  to  an  act  of  congress 
passed  on  the  18th  of  April  last,  which  provides 
that  the  expenses  incurred  in  cases  of  calls  on 
militia  made  by  the  authority  of  state  or  terri¬ 
tory,  which  may  be  approved  by  the  president, 
shall  be  adjusted  and  paid  by  the  United  States  ; 
conscious  that  our  calls  on  the  militia  had  been 
made  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  rejielling 
invasion,  which  might  reasonably  be  considered 
one  of  the  cases  contemplaijd  by  the  above  re¬ 
cited  act,  it  could  not  be  presumed  that  the  pre¬ 
sident  would  hesitate  to  sanction  them.  In  this 
just  expectation  we  have,  however,  been  disap¬ 
pointed.  No  notice  having  been  taken  of  our 
first  application'  to  the  secretary,  it  was  repeat¬ 
ed  on  the  11th  ultimo,  but  an  answer  from  him 
has  not  yet  been  received. 

Of  the  loans  authorized  by  the  resolution  of 
May,  1813,  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  and  of  the  last  session  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  ;  four  hundred  and  thirty-six 
thousand'have  been  obtained.  Of  this  sum  one 
buhdred  and  twenty-seven  thousand  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  ten  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents, 
have  been  expended  under  the  appropriation  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  for  the 
purchase  of  arms ;  and  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one  dollars  and 
twenty-three  cents,  in  defraying  the  expenses 
of  the  militia  ;  a  balance,  therefore,  remains  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand,  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  fifty-four 
cents,  from  which,  if  the  balance  of  the  appro¬ 
priation  for  arms,  viz.  fifty-two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  and  seventy 
seven  cents  be  deducted,  there  will  remain  but 
eighty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  dollars,  and  seventy-seven  cents  ;  a  sum; 
we  believe,  inadequate  to  satisfy  the  claims  al¬ 
ready  incurred  for  militia  services. 


To  raise  funds  for  this  object,  and  for  our  de¬ 
fence  for  the  ensuing  year,  whether  by  loan  at 
additional  interest,  or  by  a  sale  of  public  stock, 
(for  taxation  seems  to  have  been  extended  to 
its  utmost  bounds,)  rests  with  the  wisdom  of  the 
legislature. 

We  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  as  the  general 
government  has  given  so  many  equivocal  proofs 
of  a  defect  either  of  ability  or  inclination  to 
afford  us  protection,  nothing  remains  but  that 
we  call  forth  those  means  of  defence  which  are 
still  in  our  possession.  We  would,  therefore, 
suggest  the  propriety  of  considering  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  raise  by  enlistment  a 
certain  number  of  troops  expressly  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  state,  their  service  to  continue 
during  the  war,  and  they  to  receive  the  same 
pay  and  to  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  soldiers 
of  the  United  States.  It  api>ears  to  us  that  8 
or  10  regiments  might  be  advantageously  or¬ 
ganized  in  this  manner,  and  employed  accord¬ 
ing  to  circumstances,  either  in  conjunction 
witli,  or  separately  from,  the  militia.  This 
corps  would  speedily  communicate  to  the  latter 
an  emulative  spirit  and  habits  of  subordination, 
and  thus  the  state  of  Maryland  might  soon  boast 
of  an  efficient  force,  without  having  recourse  to 
an  unconstitutional  and  slavish  conscription. 
Should  the  plan  now  proposed,  not  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  legislature,  a  revision  of  our 
militia  laws  will  become  indispensable. 

In  the  third  vear  of  a  war,  which  we  ever 
deprecated  as  unnecessary  in  its  origin,  and  rn- 
iiious  in  its  consequences,  we  behold  our  na¬ 
tional  treasury  exhausted,  our  councils  confused 
and  vacillating,  and  the  people  bowed  down 
with  difficulties,  while  the  administration  are  as 
far  from  obtaining  the  ostensible  object  of  con¬ 
tention,  as  when  they  issued  the  first  Canadian 
proclamation ;  nay,  they  have  even  abandoned 
it  as  a  forlorn  hope ;  for  in  the  l^tc  instructions 
to  our  envoys,  it  is  no  longer  insisted  on,  as  a 
sine  qua  non  of  a  treaty,  that  Great  Britain  shall 
relinquish  the  right  of  impressment.  Amidst 
this  general  suflfering  we  have,  however,  the 
consolation  to  perceive  a  spirit  of  liberty  and 
love  of  country,  animating  the  breasts  of  our 
citizens.  Though  we  are  baffled  in  all  our  at¬ 
tempts  at  foreign  c‘onquests,  success  attends  our 
gallant  navy/ and  (with  one  disgraceful  excep¬ 
tion)  victory  has  crowned  us  in  every  couflict, 
undertaken  in  defence  of  our  homes.  Here  we 
fight  the  cause  of  virtue,  and  may  therefore 
rely  on  the  protection  of  Heaven. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  rc- 
speet,  your  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  B.  MARTIN, 
President  qf  the  Council. 
The  Hon.  the  General  Assembly. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  qf  the  Treasury  to 
the  Committee  qf  Ways  and  Means ^  aecmnpor 
nijing  the  bilU  entitled  ”  An  act  to  prohibit  in¬ 
tercourse  mth  the  enemy  ^  and  for  other  purpo¬ 
ses.**  Laid  before  the  house  by  the  chairman  of 
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the  Committee  qf  Ways  and  Means,  December 

7,  1814. 

Trkasurv  Department,  Not.  19, 1814. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  arknowied^e  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  requesting,  on  behalf  of 
the  committee  ways  and  means,  **auy  infor¬ 
mation  which  the  treasury  department  can 
furnish  as  to  the  defects  of  the  present  revenue 
laws,  and  the  best  mode  of  correcting  the  evils 
arising  from  an  intercourse  with  the  enemy.” 

Although  the  expediency  of  a  general  revi¬ 
sion  of  the  revenue  laws,  with  the  view  con¬ 
templated  by  the  committee,  is  acknowledged, 
I  fear  it  will  be  impracticable,  at  this  time,  to 
undertake,  and  to  execute,  satisfactorily,  so  ex¬ 
tensive  a  task.  The  pressure  of  the  current 
business  upon  the  department,  is  severe,  and 
precludes  an  application  of  the  secretary’s  time 
to  any  object  which  is  not  of  immediate  impor¬ 
tance.  The  inconveniences  that  are  suggested 
in  the  documents  from  Vermont,  accompanying 
the  reference  of  the  committee,  require,  how¬ 
ever,  an  early  attention  ;  and  the  following 
views  of  the  subject  are  respectfully  submitted 
to  your  consideration  ; 

I.  The  representations  from  Vermont,  pre¬ 
sent  various  causes  of  complaint  - 

1.  That  smuggling  is  extensively  prosecuted, 
on  the  northern  frontier,  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  sometimes  with,  and  some¬ 
times  without,  the  cover  of  a  neutral  charac¬ 
ter  ;  in  the  course  of  which  the  enemy  obtains 
important  intelligence ;  he  is  furnished  with 
cattle,  and  other  essential  supplies  ;  and  he  is 
enabled  to  introduce  his  merchandise  surrepti¬ 
tiously  into  our  markets. 

2.  That  the  powers  of  the  revenue  officers 
are  inadequate  to  the  detection  and  prosecution 
of  these  oO’ences,  because  the  right  of  search 
is  not  extended  to  every  vehicle  that  may  be 
employed  ;  because  the  prohibitory  laws  do  not 
sufficiently  define  and  enumerate  the  subject  of 
an  illicit  trade  ;  because  no  efficient  act  of  pre¬ 
vention  is  authorized  to  be  performed,  even 
u|K)n  the  strongest  ground  of  suspicion;  and  be¬ 
cause  there  is  no  force,  civil  or  military,  provi¬ 
ded  to  aid  the  revenue  officers  in  the  execution 
of  their  duty,  when  cases  of  violent  opposition 
occur. 

3.  That,  limited  as  the  general  powers  of  the 
revenue  officers  appear  to  be,  they  are  render¬ 
ed  still  more  inadequate,  by  the  terror  which 
the  officers  now  feel,  of  being  exposed  to  suits 
for  damages,  under  the  authority  of  recent  de¬ 
cisions  in  the  courts  of  law  ;  for  it  has  been  ad¬ 
judged  in  Vermont,  that  the  inspectors  of  the 
customs  are  not  authorized,  in  any  case,  to 
make  seizures ;  and  that  actions  may  be  main¬ 
tained  against  them  to  recover  the  w’hole  value 
of  the  property  seized,  even  when  the  proper¬ 
ty  itself  has  been  duly  condemned,  as  forfeited 
by  law. 

II.  The  actual  state  of  the  laws  in  relation-  to 
these  subjects  of  complaint,  may  be  sufficiently 
seen  in  the  following  analysis.  ' 


Of  the  pon'er  and  privileges  of  inspectors^  and 
other  officers  qf  the  customs, 

t.  The  inspectors  of  the  customs  are  per¬ 
sons  employed  by  the  collector,  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  principal  officer  of  the  treasu¬ 
ry  department,  and  their  duties  are  entirely 
directed  to  guard  against  frauds  upon  the  reve¬ 
nue,  by  smuggling,  or  any  kind  of  illicit  trade. 
They  are  described  and  considered,  throughout 
the  acts  of  congress,  as  officers  of  the  customs, 
though  not  as  cliief  officers. 

2.  On  the  arrival,  or  approach,  of  ships  or 
vessels,  the  inspectors,  as  well  as  the  chiet  and 

I  other  officers  of  the  customs,  are  empowered 
j  to  go  pn  Imard  (whether  in  or  out  of  their  re- 
1  spective  districts)  for  the  purpose  of  demand- 
I  ing  manifests  of  their  cargoes,  and  of  examin- 
j  ing  and  searching  the  ships  and  vessels.  This 
I  act  is  to  be  performed,  ex  officio,  by  way  of  pre- 
I  caution,  without  any  special  deputation  from  a 
collector,  officer,  or  surveyor.  4  vol.  367.  s,  54. 

3.  If,  however,  there  be  reason  to  suspect 
that  any  goods,  subject  to  duty,  are  concealed  in 
any  ship  or  vessel,  an  inspector  cannot  enter 
such  ship  or  vessel,  to  search  for,  seize,  and  se¬ 
cure  such  goods,  without  being  s^>ecially  ap- 
(Kiinted  for  that  purpose  by  the  collector,  naval 
officer,  or  surveyor.  And  if  there  be  no  cause 
to  suspect  a  concealment  of  such  goods,  in  any 
particular  dwelling  house,  store,  building  or 
other  place*,  a  search  warrant  must  be  obtained 
from  a  Justice  of  peace,  to  authorize  a  search 
and  seizure.  The  cases  here  provided  for  are 
cases  of  suspicion  only,  when  probable  informa¬ 
tion  has  been  received,  of  a  concealment  of 
goods,  either  on  water,  or  on  land,  with  a  de¬ 
sign  to  evade  the  payment  of  duties.  The  act 
to  be  performed  is  not  in  the  ordinary  coui’se  of 
an  inspector’s  official  duty  ;  it  is  not  an  act  of 
precaution,  but  of  detection  ;  it  is  not  an  act 
authorized  for  seizing  goods  which  are  notori¬ 
ously  liable  to  seizure,  but  for  entering  a  ship, 
or  a  house,  in  a  doubtful  case,  to  ascertain 
whether  any  goods  liable  to  seizure  are  there 
concealed.  4  vol.  389.  s.  68. 

4.  But  any  ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares  or 
merchandise,  which  are  liable  to  seizure,  by 
virtue  of  any  act  respecting  the  revenue,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  several  officers  of  the  customs 
(including  by  general  description,  and  practical 
construction,  the  inspectors  of  the  customs)  to 
seize  and  secure,  as  well  witlioutas  within  their 
respective  districts.  The  act  to  be  performed 
in  this  case,  is  founded  on  the  fact,  that  the 
property  is  liable  to  seizure  ;  but  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  enter  either  a  ship  or  a  house,  to 
ascertain  whether  such  goods  are  so  liable,  and 
are  there  concealed.  4  vol.  390.  $.  70. 

5.  In  the  performance  of  their  duties,  the 
inspectors,  in  common  with  the  other  officers  of 
the  customs,  are  protected  by  the  law  when 
unjustly  sued  or  molested,  in  actions  for  da¬ 
mages  ;  and  when  any  prosecution  is  commen¬ 
ced,  on  account  of  the  seizure  of  any  ship  or 
goods,  in  which  judgment  is  given  for  the  claim¬ 
ant,  the  inspectors  are  released  from  all  respon- 
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sibility,  on  showiitg  tliat  there  was  a  reasonable 
cause  of. seizure.  .4  voL  391.  s.  71.  ibid,  429.  s, 
S9.  The  last  provkion,  iiideed,  has  been  ex¬ 
tended  generally  for  the  protection  of  any  col¬ 
lector  or  other  officer,  under  any  act  of  con- 
'  gress,  authorizing  a  seizure  of  any  ship  or  ves¬ 
sel,  goods,  wares,  or  inerchaiidise,  where  the 
aeUure  has  been  made  on  -probable  cause,  al¬ 
though  restitution  should  be  decreed.  8  vo/, 
353.  s.  1. 

C.  The  “  Act  to  prohibit  any  American  from 
proceeding  to,,or  trading  with,  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,**  de¬ 
clares,  that if  any  pei*soii  shall  traasport,  or 
attempt  to  transport,  over  land,  or  otherwise, 
in  any  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  boat  or  otherwise, 
naval  or  military  stores,  arms,  or  the  munitions 
of  war,  or  any  article  of  provision,  from  any 
,  place  of  the  United  States,  to  Upper  or  Lower 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  or  New  Brunswick,**’  cer¬ 
tain  forfeitures, and  penalties  shall  be  incurred. 
And  autlK>rity  is  given  “  to  the  collectors  of  the 
several  ports  of  the  United  States,  to  seize  and 
stop  naval  or  military  stores,  arms,  or  the  inu- 
iiitions  of  war,  or  any  articles  of  provision,  and 
bhip  or  vessel,  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  Iwat,  or  thing, 
*iby  which  any  article,  prohibited  as  aforesaid,  is 
shipped  or  transported,  or  attempted  to  be 
bbipped  or  transported.**  It  seems  to  be  a 
-strained  and  impracticable  construction  of  the 
provision,  to  coniine  the  exercise  of  tlie  autho¬ 
rity  for  stopping  and  seizing  the  contraband  ar¬ 
ticles,  to  the  personal  agency  of  the  collectors. 
A  collector,  in  this- case,  as  in  every  other  case, 
where  a  positive  restriction  is  not  imposed,  must 
act  through  the  vigilance  and  co-operation  of  the 
inspectors,  and  other  officers  of  the  customs. 

■  Of  the  existing  auxiliary  means  to  execute  the  re- 
venue  luws^  and  the  laws  prohibiling  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  enemy. 

1.  Ill  addition  to  the  means,  which  the  prece- 
.ding  statements  will  suggest,4hG  judges  of  the  su- 
.preine  court,  aad  of  the  several  district  courtsi 

of  the  United  States,  and  all  judges  and  justices 
-  of  the  courts  of  the  several  states,  having  au- 
-tfaority  by  the  laws^of  the  United  l^tates,  to  take 
cognizance  of  Offences  against  the  constitution 
and  laws  thereof',  have  the  like  power  to  hold  to 
security  of  the  peace,  and  for  good  behaviour, 
in  cases  arising  under  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  as  may,  or  can  be  lawful¬ 
ly  exercised,  by  j^ny  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  respective  states,  in  cases  cognizable  be¬ 
fore  them.  4  vol.  231 . 

2.  Whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
are  opposed,  or  the  execution  thereof  obstruct¬ 
ed,  in  any  state,  by  combinations  too  powerful 
to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  judi¬ 
cial  proceedings,  or  the  powers  of  the  marshal, 
the  president  is  authorized  to  call  forth  a  com¬ 
petent  force  of  the  militia,  to  cause  the  laws  to 
be  executed.  4  vol.  188.  s.  2.  9.  And  by  a  sub¬ 
sequent  act,  the^  president  is  autliorized  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  laud  or  naval  forceof  the  United  States, 
*br  the  same  purpose.  .8  voL  311. 

?  y  Judgment,  or^decree,  in  any  suit, 


in  the  highest  court  of  law  or  equity  of  a  state, 
in  which  a  decision  of  the  suit  could  be  had, 
where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  an 
authority,  exercised  under  the  United  States, 
(as  in  the  case  of  an  officer  of  the  customs,)  and 
the  decision  is  against  the  validity,  may  be  re¬ 
examined,  and  reversed  or  affirmed,  in  the  su¬ 
preme  court  of  the  United  States,  upon  a  writ 
of  error  ;  but  the  matter  in  dispute  must  exceed 
the  value  of  two  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of 
costs,  y'ol.  1.  s  61.  63. 

HI.  From  these  views  of  the  subject  of  com¬ 
plaint,  and  of  the  state  of  the  law  in  relation  te 
them,  we  are  led  to  consider  the  best  modes  of 
amending  the  defects,  and  correcting  the  evils 
which  exist. 

1.  An  habitual  respect  for  the  judicial  autho¬ 
rity  does  not  permit  me  to  controvert  any  fur¬ 
ther  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  law,  in  the 
stale  of  Vermont,  respecting  the  official  charac¬ 
ter  and  powers  of  the  inspectors,  and  other  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  customs.  It  is  recommended,  thei’e- 
fore,  that  the  law  should  be  so  amended,  as  to 
place  the  inspector  upon  the  footing  of  officers 
within  the  meaning  of  the  I'cvenue  laws,  and 
laws  prohibiting  trade  and  intercour>e  with  the 
enemy  ;  and  that  the  collectors  should  be  autho¬ 
rized  to  employ  a  competent  number  of  inspec¬ 
tors,  with  authority  to  stop,  search,  detain,  aiid 
seize,  all  cattle,  live  stock,, and  other  supplies; 
all  goods  aud  money  ;  and,  generally,  all  other 
articles  whatsoever,  howsoever  carried  and  trans¬ 
ported,  by  land  or  by  water,  on  the  way  to  or 
from  the  British  provinces,,  subject  to  such  re¬ 
gulations,  as  will  secure,  with  as  lltfle  embar¬ 
rassment  as  possible,  the.  rights,  of  a  lawful,  or 
neutral  trade. 

2.  The  officers  of  the  customs  should  be  enti¬ 
tled  in  proper  cases,  and  on  proper  proofs,  to 
obtain  from  any  magistrate  a  warrant  to  search 
dwelling  bouses,  and  other  buildings.;  to  demand 
the  assistance^f  the  mai*sbal  of  the  district  and 
his  deputies,  with  the  posse. of  the  district.  If 
necessary,  for  the  execution  of  their  duties ;  and 
to  hold  any  person  to  security  for  his  good  behar 
viour,  stating,  on  oath,  that  they  have  probable 
and  just  cause  for  believing  that  such  person  is 
carrying  on  an  unlawful  trade,  or  intercourse, 
with  the  enemy. 

3.  No  citizen,  or  person,  usually  residing  with¬ 
in  the  United  States,  should  be  allowed  to  cross 
the  frontier  into  the  British  provinces,  without 
a  passport  from  the  secretary  of  state,  or  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  or  -from  the  officer  com¬ 
manding  the  military  district  in  which  such  per¬ 
son  usuariy*  resides.  All  persons  coming  from 
the  British  provinces  into  the  United  States, 
should  be  required  to  report  themselves,  within 
a  reasonable  time^  to  the  military  commander, 
or  the  collector,  of  the  district  within  which 
they  shall,  respectively,  first  arrive.  And  any 
person  hovering  upon  the  frontier,  at  a  distance 
from  his  usual  place  of  residence,  without  any 
business  requiring  his  attendance  there,  aitd 
without  a  passport  should  be  held  to  security 
for  his  good  behaviour,  .as  a  person  suspect^t 
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ripon  probable  cause,  to  be  engaged  in  an  unlaw- 
fill  trade,  or  intercourse,  with  the  enemy. 

4.  The  militia  and  army  of  the  United  States 
on  the  frontier,  should  be  authorized,  Mnder  pro¬ 
per  regulations,  to  co-operate  with  the  civil  ma¬ 
gistrates,  and. officers  of  the  customs,  in-fveizing 
and  securing  the  persons  engaged  in  an  unlawful 
trade,  or  intercourse,  with  the  enemy,  together 
with  the  articles  and  vehicles  employed  in  such 
trade,  or  intercourse. 

5.  A  more  effectual  provision  should  be  made, 
for  transferring  from  the  state  courts,  to  the  fe¬ 
deral  courts,  suits  brought  against  persons  exer¬ 
cising  an  authority  under  the  United  States,  so 
that  such  suits  may  be  transferred,  as  soon  as 
coDvenieutiy  may  be,  after  they  are  com¬ 
menced. 

6.  Treason  being  defined  by, the  constitution, 
and  misprision  of  treason  being  an  offence  which 
is  necessarily  founded  upon  that  deffnition;  many 
practices  of  a  treasonable  nature  and  effect, 
which  cannot  be  constitutionally  classed  with 
treason,  are  unnoticed  in  oiir  penal  code.  An 
act  of  congress  declaring  such  practices  to  be 
misdemeanors,  and  punishing  them  witli  fine 
and  imprisonment,  would,  perhaps,  l>e  the  most 
effectual  mode  of  correcting  the  evils  arising 
from  an  intercourse  with  tiie  enemy. 

The  papers  that  were  received  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  are  now  returned ;  and  I  embrace  the 
opportunity  to  repeat  the  assurauces  of  the  sin¬ 
cere  respect,  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

fT .  Eppes^  Esq.  chairman  of  the 

eommittee  of  nays  and  means. 


REPORT 

of  the  committee  of  investigation 

ON  THE  CATTURE  OF  WASHINGTON. 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates, 
23d  September,  1814. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
io'inquire  into*  the  causes  of  the  success  of 
the*  enemy  in  his  recent  enterprises  against 
this  metropolis,  and  the  neighbouring  town 
of*  Alexandria;  and  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  public  buildings  and  property 
were  destroyed,  and  the  amount  thereof^  and 
that  they  have  power  to*  send  for  persons 
ami  papers; 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Lowndes, 
Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Mr.  Barbour  and  Mr.  Pickens,  w'ere 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

Attest, 

PATRICK  MAGRUDER.CZA:. 
REPORT. 

The  committee  charged  with  an  inquiry  so 
iniiinsttelf.  conceming  tlv  character  of 


administration,  the  sensibility  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  the  honour  of  its  arms,  as  the 
causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  his 
recent  enterprises  against  this  nietropo-* 
lis,  &c.  have  endeavoured  to  combine 
despatch  with  effect,  in  the  manner  in?: 
which  they  have  collected  the  facts  and 
views  presented  in  the  following  state¬ 
ment  : 

Proceedings  of  the  Cabinet  of  7th  Jwne,  1814.- 

Previous  to  the  2d  July  this  city  compo¬ 
sed  a  part  of  a  military  district  No.  b. 
Early  in  June  last,  the  secretary  of  war  fur¬ 
nished  the  president,  at  his  request,  with  a 
general  rejiort  of  the  strength  of  the  regu¬ 
lar  troops  and  militia  then  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  their  lUstribution ; 
which  was  submitted  to  the  heads  of  de¬ 
partments  by  the  president  ch  the  7th  June.- 
Tbe  secretary  of  the  navy  hail  flemished- 
the  president  with  a  similar  estimate  of  our 
naval  forces^  that  wiiirli  was  applicable  to 
the  limits  of  military  district  No.  fo;  will' 
hereafter  appear.  By  a  reference  to  the 
estimate  of  the  land  forces  it  appears^  that 
the  aggregate  number  of  troops  stationed  m 
district  No.  on  the  7th  of  June,  amount¬ 
ed  to  2,208,  of  which  there  were  2,154  ef¬ 
fectives,  stationed  as  follows  :  At  Norfolk, 
224  artillerists ;  the  20th,  35th  and  Ist  bat¬ 
talion  of  the  38th  regiment  of  infantry y. 
amounting  to  012  :  at  Baltimore,  111  artil¬ 
lerists;  2d  battalion  of  the  38tli  infantry,* 
amounting  to  310;*  sea  feiicibles  173  :  at! 
Annapolis,  40  artillerists t  at  fort  Washing-' 
(on,  82  ditto:  St.  Mary’s,  36tli  regiment  or 
infantry,  350.  The  meeting  of  the  cabinet 
on  the  7(h,  and  the  estimates  of  land  and 
naval  forces,  had  no  particular  relation  to 
the  defence  of  any  part  of  the  military  dis¬ 
trict  No.  5 ;  but  for  measures  generally,  ami 
particularly  in  regartl  to  the  campaign  on 
our  territorial  frontiers  in  the  north  anti 
northwest.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  thi^s 
city  had  excitetl  more  than  ordinary  atten¬ 
tion  at  this  time. 

Proceedings  of  the  cahinet  the  Isi  of 
But  soon  after,  certain  intelligence  being 
received  of  the  complete  success  of  the  al¬ 
lies  in  the  subjugation  of  France,  the  presi¬ 
dent  hclicvetl  that  the  enemy  had^  the  ih- 
cllnation  and  the  power  to  increase- hi#  mi¬ 
litary  and  naval  forces  against  the*Umteil 
States  ;•  and  in  that  event  he  Itelleved  thftt 
a  variety  of  epnsiderai^ns  woold  presetH: 
this  city  as  one  of  the  prominent  objectf  of 
attack.  On  the  20th  of  June,  (lespathhe* 
n*«^Te  received  from  Mr.  GRU^mn 
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Bayard,  confirming  the  views  of  the  presi¬ 
dent,  which  induced  him  to  convene  the 
heads  of  departments  on  the  1st  of  July  ; 
at  which  time  he  presented  a  plan  of  a  force 
immediately  to  be  called  into  the  field,  and 
an  additional  force  to  be  kept  in  readiness 
to  march  without  delay  in  case  of  necessi¬ 
ty.  It  seemed  to  be  his  object  that  some 
position  should  be  taken  between  the 
Eastern  branch  and  Patuxent,  with  two  or 
three  thousand  men,  and  that  an  kdilitional 
force  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  militia  and 
volunteers  should  be  held  in  readiness  in 
the  neighbouring  states,  including  the  mili¬ 
tia  of  the  district  of  Columbia,  and  that  con¬ 
venient  depots  of  arms  and  military  ecjuip- 
ments  should  be  established.  Tlie  mea¬ 
sures  suggested  were  approved  by  the  heads 
of  departments  ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  does 
not  a[)pear  that  any  dissent  was  expressed. 

Correspondence  of  the  secretary  of  rjar  and 
General  Winder. 

The  next  day,  July  the  2d,  by  a  general 
order  of  the  war  department,  the  lOth  mili¬ 
tary  district  was  creatcnl  to  embrace  the 
state  of  Maryland,  the  district  of  Columbia, 
and  that  part  of  Virginia  lying  between  the 
Rappahannoc  and  Potomac,  under  the 
command  of  brigadier  general  Winder,  w  ho, 
being  then  in  Baltimore,  was  advised  of  the 
fact  by  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  of 
the  same  date. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  a  requisition  was 
made  on  certain  slates  for  a  corps  of  93,500 
men,  designating  the  quota  of  each,  with  a 
request  to  the  executive  of  each  state  to 
detach  and  hold  in  readiness  for  immediate 
service  their  respective  detachments,  re¬ 
commending  the  expediency  of  fixing  the 
places  of  rendezvous  with  a  due  regard  to 
points  the  importance  or  exposure  of  which 
would  most  likely  attract  the  views  of  the 
enemy.  Of  that  requisition,  2,000  effectives 
from  the  quota  of  Virginia ;  5,000  from  that 
of  Pennsylvania;  0,000,  the  whole  quota  of 
Maryland,  and  2,000,  the  estimated  number 
of  the  militia  of  the  district  of  Columbia, 
w’^ere  put  at  the  disposition  of  the  command¬ 
ing  general,  as  hereafter  appears,  making 
the  aggregate  number  of  15,000,  exclusive 
of  the  regular  troops,  viz.  the  36th  regi¬ 
ment,  one  battalion  of  the  38th,  two  troops 
of  dragoons,  two  companies  of  the  lOlh  in¬ 
fantry,  one  company  of  the  12th,  and  two 
companies  of  sea  fencibles,*  supposed  to 
amount  to  1,000  meq,  besides  the  artillerists 
composing  the  garrisons  of  forts  M‘Henry 
and  Washington. 


I  On  the  9th  of  July,  general  Winder,  in  a 
I  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  on  the  sub- 
I  ject  of  the  duties  which  devolved  upon  him 
!  as  commander  of  the  10th  military  district, 
a  previous  conversation  is  alluded  to  as 
having  taken  place  between  them,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  request  of  the  secretary  in 
his  letter  of  the  2d  of  July.  General  Win¬ 
der  appears  to  have  understood  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  secretary  of  war  to  be,  that  the 
militia  proposed  for  the  lOlh  military  dis¬ 
trict  should  he  drafted  and  designated,  but 
that  no  part  should  lie  called  into  the  field 
until  the  hostile  squadron  in  the  Chesapeake 
sbbuld  be  reinforced  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
render  it  probable  that  a  serious  attack  was 
contemplated;  states  the  diihculty  of  col¬ 
lecting  a  force  in  an  emergency,  sufticient 
to  retard  the  advance  of  the  enemy ;  and 
suggests  the  exfiediency  of  calling  out  4,000 
of  the  militia,  with  a  view'  to  station  them 
in  equal  proportions  between  South  River 
and  Washington,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Baltimore. 

On  the  12th  of  July  tlie  secretary  ofw'ar, 
in  a  letter  to  general  AVinder,  encloses  a 
circular  addressed  to  the  governors  of  cer¬ 
tain  states,  requiring  a  body  of  militia  to  be 
organized,  ecpiippcd  and  held  in  readiness 
for  future  service,  and  authorizes  him,  in 
case  of  actual  or  menaced  invc'ision  of  the 
district  under  bis  command,  to  call  for  a 
part  or  the  whole  of  the  quota  assigned  to 
the  state  of  Maryland ;  and  in  another  of 
the  17th  July,  the  secretary  authorizes  ge¬ 
neral  Winder  to  draw  from  Virginia,  2,000 
men;  from  Pennsylvania,  5,000  men;  and 
informs  him  that  the  w  hole  of  the  militia  of 
the  district  of  Columbia,  amounting  to  about 
2,000,  was  in  a  disposable  slate  and  subject 
to  his  order;  making,  together  with  the  six 
thousand  from  Maryland,  the  estimate  of 
15,000  militia.  On  the  15th  of  July,  the 
secretary  of  w'ar  advised  general  Winder, 
that  general  Porter  had  communicated  the 
fact  of  the  arrival  of  the  van  of  Cochrane’s 
fleet  at  Lynnhaven  hay,  and  that  the  agent 
at  Point  liOok-Oiithad  represented  that  two 
seventy-fours,  two  frigates,  an  armed  sloop 
and  a  brig  ascended  the  hay  at  half  past  5, 
post  meridian,  on  the  14th:  that  he  con¬ 
sidered  it  proper  to  call  into  service  the 
britcade  of  militia  which  had  been  for  some 
time  held  in  readiness  at  Baltimore,  and  not 
knowing  whether  general  Winder  was  at 
Baltimore  or  Annapolis,  he  had  instructed 
the  major  general,  under  whose  orders  they 
were  organized,  to  call  them  out. 

General  Winder,  in  a  letter  of  the  16tb 
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pf  July  to  the  secretary  of  war  among  other 
things,  expresses  his  embarrassment  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  situation  of  Annapolis,  and  giVes 
it  as  his  opinion  that  a  large  force  and  many 
additional  works  would  be  necessary  to  de¬ 
fend  it  against  a  serious  attack  by  land  and 
water;  states  its  importance  to  the  enemy, 
and  the  ease  with  which  it  might  be  main- 
taineil  by  them  with  the  command  by  water, 
and  an  entrenchment  of  7  or  800  yards  pro¬ 
tected  by  batteries;  represents  fort  Madison 
as  exposed,  and  unhealthy  in  the  months 
of  August  and  September,  provided  with 
two  561b.  columbiads,  two  twenty-fours,  2 
eighteens,  1  twelve,  and  1  tom,  which 
might  be  turned  with  success  against  fort 
Severn  ;  that  these  guns  should  be  removed 
and  arrangements  made  to  blow  up  the  fort; 
and  rej)resents  the  imj)ortance  of  defending 
the  town  if  the  means  could  be  obtained ; 
states  the  governor  of  Maryland  and  coun¬ 
cil  had  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  comply 
immediately  with  the  rerpiisition  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  government. 

On  the  17th  July,  a  letter  from  General 
Winder  to  the  secretary  of  war  states,  that 
information,  that  he  deemed  credible,  was 
received  that  the  enemy  was  ascending  the 
river  in  considerable  force  ;  that  he  had  or¬ 
dered  the  detachment  of  regulars  to  Not¬ 
tingham,  had  sent  out  the  alarm  to  assem¬ 
ble  a  military  force,  and  suggests  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  sending  to  that  place  the  marine 
cor[)s  and  all  the  militia  that  could  he  pro¬ 
cured  from  the  district  of  Columbia.  The 
secretary  on  the  same  day  acknowledges 
the  recei|>t  of  the  above  letter,  and  states 
that  the  marine  corps  was  not  under  his 
command  ;  hut  had  sent  the  request  to  the 
president,  and,  as  the  authority  to  call  the 
militia  w  as  vested  in  the  commanding  gene¬ 
ral,  he  had  transmitted  his  requisition  upon 
the  district  to  General  Van  Ness;  he  also 
reminds  him  that  the  two  regiments  near 
Baltimore  had  been  called  into  actual  ser¬ 
vice,  and  expresses  the  wish  of  the  presi- 
<lent  that  not  less  than  tw'o  nor  more  than 
3,000  of  the  drafts,  under  the  requisition  of 
the  41h  of  July,  should  be  embodied  and 
cacam()ed  at  some  middle  point  between 
Baltimore  and  this  city. 

From  the  letter  of  General  Winder,  of 
the  20th  of  July,  it  appears  that  the  enemy 
proceeded  up  the  Patuxent  to  Hunting 
creek,  landed  and  committed  some  deprecia¬ 
tions  in  Calvert  county,  and  returned  down 
the  river.  Three  companies  of  city  volun¬ 
teers  had  marched  from  this  district,  in 


obedience  to  the  call  of.  General  Winder, 
which  he  had  halted  at  the  Wood  yard,  and 
the  detachments  of  the  36th  anil  38th  regi¬ 
ments  at  Upper  Marlborough,  while  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Annapolis,  to  arrange  with  the 
governor  the  calling  out  the  Maryland  mi¬ 
litia  ;  which  he  states  will  be  immediatelj 
attended  to  by  the  governor.  He  states 
that  he  had  called  for  the  largest  number 
directed  by  the  president,  viz.  3,000,  expect¬ 
ing  thereby  to  get  2,000;  the  lowest  number; 
that  he  fore  bore  to  dismantle  fort  Madison, 
as  it  might  alarm  the  people,  and  produce 
disagreealjle  sensations  :  preferring  rather 
to  risk  it  in  case  of  attack.  On  the  23d 
of  July,  General  Winder  informs  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  war  that  the  governor  of  Maryland 
had  issued  his  order  for  calling  out  3,000  of 
the  drafts  under  tlie  requisition  of  the  4th 
of  July,  and  had  appointed  Bladensburg  as 
the  place  of  rendezvous  according  to  his 
suggestion.  In  another  letter  of  the  same 
date,  General  Winder  informs  the  secretary 
of  war,  that  he  had  deemed  it  expedient  to 
direct  Captain  Davidson,  with  the  city 
volunteers,  to  return  to  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  from  the  twCi-fold  consideration  that 
the  facility  wdth  which  they  could  turn  out 
and  proceed  to  any  point,  rendered  them 
nearly  as  effective  as  if  kept  in  the  field,  and 
the  iinfiortance  to  them  individually  of  at¬ 
tending  to  their  private  concerns.  Thatt 
the  rifles  used  by  Captain  Doughty’s  com¬ 
pany  were  very  defective,  and  that  Captain 
Burch’s  artillery  were  without  swords.  He* 
recommends  that  the  camp  equipage  shoultl 
be  left  in  charge  of  the  company  officers  t€>. 
facilitate  their  march.  On  the  25th  July„ 
General  Winder,  in  a  letter  to  the  secretaiy 
of  w  ar,  dated  at  Warburton,  near  fort  Wash¬ 
ington, represents  that  fort  inseveral  respects 
to  be  incomplete  in  its  preparation  for  de¬ 
fence  ;  encloses  a  representation  of  Lieut. 
Edwards  on  the  subject ;  makes  a  requisV 
tioh  of  ammunition,  and  requests  that  CoL 
W adsworth  may  cause  the  platform  to  he 
enlarged  so  as  to  make  the  battei^  more 
effectual. 

Tlie  report  of  Lieutenant  Edwards  speaks 
of  the  necessity  of  mounting  heavy  artillery 
I  in  the  block  house  ;  states  that  the  18  Ih. 
columbiads  w’ere  not  mounted,  and  that  the 
garrison  wanted  means  to  mount  them,  be¬ 
ing  destitute  of  gin  and  takle  ;  represents 
the  width  of  the  platforms,  w'hich  ought  to 
be  21  feet,  to  be  only  14,  and  that  the  heavy 
guns  at  their  first  discharge  would  recwl  to  the 
hurtoirs,andon  being  heated  would  mn 
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it ;  that  five  exceheut  long  l^s  were  monnt- 
ml  on  the  water  battery,  which  would  be 
very  uaejul  in  Ccwe  of  attack ;  but  there  was 
not  a  single  pound  of  ammunition  for  them, 
and  that  some  of  the  gun  carriages  in  the 
fort  were  quite  out  of  oriler. 

This  statement  of  Lieutenant  Edwards 
was  referred  upon  its  receipt  to  Colonel 
W  adsw  orth,  with  orders  to  supply  what  was 
wanting  at  the  fort,  of  which  the  secretary  ! 
advised  General  Winder,  bearing  date  28th 
July;  and  Colonel  Wadsworth,  in  a  repre¬ 
sentation  alK)ut  the  same  date,  states,  that 
t^YO  hands  had  been  ordered  from  Greenleafs 
point  on  the  Monday  previous,  to  execute 
the  necessary  repairs  of  the  gun-carriages  ; 
that  the  platform  as  well  as  the  parapet  w;is 
too  narrow,  but  not  so  narrow  as  Lieutenant 
Edwards  had  stated,  for  it  was  directed  to  be 
made  twenty  or  twenty-two  feet  wide ;  and 
that  the  disadvantage  of  too  narrow  a  platform 
could  be  obviated  with  no  great  difficulty, 
by  means  of  an  elastic  handspike  introduced 
between  the  spokes  of  the  wheels,  which 
would  prevent  them  from  turning,  and  thus 
check  the  recoil  of  the  piece.  Further 
sitates,  that  tw  o  hundred  rounds  of  shot  and 
cartridges  for  the  eighteens,  could  be  sent 
down  if  ordered ;  that  he  had  long  since  di* 
rected  some  grape  shot  to  be  prepared  for 
the  18  lb.  columbiads ;  that  a  takle  and  fall 
to  mount  the  guns  in  the  block  house  should  | 
be  prepared  ;  that  Captain  Marsleller  had  ' 
just  informed  him  that  a  good  takle  and  fall 
were  at  the  fort  w'hen  he  left  it,  and  that  the 
p^tform  was  upwards  of  twenty  feet  wide. 

General  Winder,  in  a  letter  of  the  20tli 
July,  from  Piscataway,  advises  the  secreta¬ 
ry  ^  war,  that  the  enemy  had  descended 
both  the  Potomac  and  Patuxent  rivers; 
that  he  expected  him  up  the  bay,  and  should 
not  be  surprised  to  find  Annapolis-  his  ob¬ 
ject,*  which  he  feared  would  fall  before  500 
men;,  and  that  he  should  return  to  Marlbo¬ 
rough  as  goon  as  he  could  ascertain  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  On  the  27th  of 
July,  general  Winder,  in  two  letters  to  the 
•ecretary  at  war  from  Piscataway,  states 
the  force  uimIct  general  Stewart  at  800 ; 
colonel  Beall’s  regiment  at  Port  Tobacco 
from  300  tb  -350  infentry,  and  40  dragoons ; 
colonel  Bowen^s  regiment  at  Nottingham  at 
300,  and  the  deladiment  of  regulars  under 
tin*  conunand  of  lieutenant-colonel  Scott, 
was  also  atr Nottingham;  and  from  general 
Winder’s  letter  tb  the  secretary  of  war  of 
the  1st  of  August,, from  Port  Tobacco,  it 
appears, that  he  had  tlie  detachment  under 
lieutenant- colonel  Scotty  at  Piscataway. 


Correspondence  of  General  Winder  m  th 
Governor  of  Pemisylvania, 

In  relation  to  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania 
under  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July,  and 
more  especially  as  it  regards  the  5,000  men 
subject  to  the  call  of  General  Winder,  and 
assigned  to  his  command,  it  appears  that 
General  Winder  wrote  to  the  governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  6th  of  August,  advi¬ 
sing  him  that  the  secretary  of  war  had  des¬ 
tined  a  part  of  that  quota  to  act  under  his 
command,  in  defending  the  country  embra¬ 
ced  HI  the  loth  military  district,  and  request¬ 
ing  that  he  might  be  informed  of  the  place 
or  places  of  rendezvous  which  would  be 
fixed  for  such  troojis,  and  recommending 
places  most  contiguous  to  the  cities  of 
Washington  and  Baltimore. 

On  the  8th  of  August,  General  Winder 
writes  again  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  stating,  that  since  his  first  communica¬ 
tion  he  had  read  a  letter  from  the  secretary 
of  war,  dated  the  17th  of  July,  which  had 
not  reached  him  at  an  earlier  period  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  his  having  been  in  constant  mo¬ 
tion  since  that  lime  ;  which  informed  him 
that  of  the  quota  of  militia  of  Pennsylvania 
under  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July, 
5,000,  were  destined  for  the  1 0th  military 
district,  subject  to  his  call  as  commanding 
officer,  and  requested  that  as  great  a  propor- 
I  tion  of  the  detachment  as  possible  should 
be  riflemen. 

On  the  1 1  th  of  August,  secretary  Boileau, 
under  the  direction  of  the  governor  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  answer  to  General  Winder, 
states,  that  in  consequence  of  the  deranged 
state  of  the  militia  system,  great  difficulties 
occurred  to  the  executive  in  relation  to  the 
quota  required  to  be.  held  in  readiness  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  on¬ 
ly  effort  that  could  be  made  tow’ards  a  com¬ 
pliance  w  ith  the  requisition,  was  to  have 
ordered  a  designation  for  the  service  of  the 
requisite  troo[)8,  under  the  militia  law  Oj- 
1 807,  and  before  the  expiration  of  that  law  , 
which  order  had  before  been  issued  by  the’ 
governor,  and  was  in  a  course  of  execution; 
that  the  militia  law  of  1807  expired  on  the 
1st  of  August,  and  that  all  commissions  un¬ 
der  it  became  void,  except  of  such  officers 
as  might  be  in  service  on  that  day  ;  and 
that,  by  an  oversight  in  the  legislature,  no 
complete  organization  of  the  militia  could  be 
legally  made  in  Pennsylvania  until  the,  4th 
Monday  in  October,  when  a  classification 
was  to  take  place. 

(To  he  contintted,) 


